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Introduction

AllthewritersofthebooksoftheBiblewereJewish(althoughLukeisdisputedasbeinganon-

Jew).Thisisevidentinhowtheywrote.Theirrichculturalbackgroundinfluencedthecontents

oftheirwriting.Variousidioms,maximsand metaphoriclanguagesareused.Hence,not

EVERYTHING theypenneddownwereliteralandshouldnotbereadassuch.Wemustbe

carefulnottooverlooktheartisticelementsofScriptureintheprocessofinterpretingit.An

encoder'smodeofwritingmustbeconsideredaswell.Figurativelanguageislanguagethat

employstheuseoffiguresofspeechorthenon-literal.Thisbookprovidesthereaderwith

examplesofthemajorfiguresofspeechusedintheBible.
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FiguresofComparison

•Simile

Asimilieisafigureofspeechusedforindirectcomparisoninbetweentwopersons,thingsor

events.Itemploystheuseof"as"and"like."E.g.

Isaiah1:8

8SothedaughterofZionisleftASaboothinavineyard,ASahutinagardenofcucumbers,AS

abesiegedcity.

Isaiah53:6

6AllweLIKEsheephavegoneastray;

Wehaveturned,everyone,tohisownway;

AndtheLordhaslaidonHim theiniquityofusall.

Malachi3:2

2“ButwhocanendurethedayofHiscoming?AndwhocanstandwhenHeappears?ForHeis

LIKEarefiner’sfireandLIKElaunderers’soap.

Matthew24:27

27ForASthelightningcomesfrom theeastandflashestothewest,soalsowillthecomingof

theSonofManbe.

Luke10:3

3Goyourway;behold,IsendyououtASlambsamongwolves.
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1Thessalonians5:2

2ForyouyourselvesknowperfectlythatthedayoftheLordsocomesASathiefinthenight.

•Metaphor

Ametaphorisafigureofspeechusedtoininvokingadirectsimilaritybetweentwopersonsor

objects.Ametaphorissimilartoasimile,althoughitdoesn'temploytheuseof"as"or"like."E.g.

2Samuel22:3

2Andhesaid:

“TheLordISMYrockandmyfortressandmydeliverer;

Psalm 100:3

3KnowthattheLord,HeisGod;ItisHewhohasmadeus,andnotweourselves;WEAREHis

peopleandTHESHEEPofHispasture.

John10:16

16AndotherSHEEPIhavewhicharenotofthisfold;them alsoImustbring,andtheywillhear

Myvoice;andtherewillbeoneFLOCKandoneSHEPHERD.

Theseven“Iam”statementsofJesusintheGospelofJohnareallmetaphors.

“Iam thebreadoflife”(John6:35).

“Iam thelightoftheworld”(John8:12).

“Iam thedoor.IfanyoneentersbyMe,hewillbesaved,andwillgoinandoutandfindpasture”

(John10:9)

“Iam thegoodshepherd”(John10:11).
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“Iam thetheresurrectionandthelife”(John11:25).

“Iam theway,thetruth,andthelife”(John14:6).

“Iam thetruevine,andMyfatheristhevinedresser”(John15:1).

Hebraism

ThishastodowithidiomscommonamongsttheJews

Exodus33:3

3Gouptoalandflowingwithmilkandhoney;forIwillnotgoupinyourmidst,lestIconsume

youontheway,foryouareastiff-neckedpeople.”

"Milkandhoney"hereisnotliteral.Itishebraism forabundance."Stiffnecked"alsodoesn't

meantheyhaveliteralstiffnecks.Itisahebraicterm descriptiveofarrogantandstubborn

people.

Theterm "fearandtrembling"isalsoaform ofHebraism.InitsoccurrencesintheOld

TestamenttextsoftheBible,itisNEVERusedinanegativelightbutapositiveone.

Jeremiah33:9

9ThenitshallbetoMeanameofjoy,apraise,andanhonorbeforeallnationsoftheearth,who

shallhearallthegoodthatIdotothem;theyshallFEARANDTREMBLEforallthegoodnessand

alltheprosperitythatIprovideforit.’

FearandtremblingisusedhereasaRESPONSEtogoodnessandprosperity.Itisnotnegative.

AlsoinIsaiah60:5
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Isaiah60:5(KJV)

Thenthoushaltsee,andflowtogether,andthineheartSHALLFEAR,andbeenlarged;because

theabundanceoftheseashallbeconverteduntothee,theforcesoftheGentilesshallcome

untothee.

Alsousedagaininapositivelight.

Psalm 119:161

161Princespersecutemewithoutacause,

ButmyheartstandsinaweofYourword.

"Awe"hereistranslatedfrom thesameHebrew wordtranslatedas"fear."Itisusedhereas

reverenceforGod'sWord.

"Fearandtrembling"isusedintheHebrewtextsoftheBibleforaweorreverence.Itisnotliteral

trepidation.

Paul,beingaJew,alsomadeuseoftheHebraicterm "fearandtrembling"inPhilippians2:13

Philippians2:12
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12Therefore,mybeloved,asyouhavealwaysobeyed,notasinmypresenceonly,butnow

muchmoreinmyabsence,workoutyourownsalvationwithFEARANDTREMBLING;

"Fearandtrembling"here,basedoncorroborativeevidencefrom theOldTestamenttextsofthe

BiblewouldrefertoaRESPONSEofawetogoodness.Whatgoodness?Theposttexttellsus

Philippians2:13

13foritisGodwhoworksinyoubothtowillandtodoforHisgoodpleasure.

GodCONTINUALLYworksthefruitsofsalvation(thewilltodoHisgoodpleasure)IN the

believer.Now,hisresponsetothisissimplytoworkitout.Hemustletthisblessedfact

overwhelm hismind,somuchsothatheproducesgoodconducteffortlessly.Thisisnota

SALVATIONverse(Philippians2:12)butaCONDUCTverse(seevs.14-15)."Fearandtrembling"

issimplyaresponseofaweandreverencetoallwhatGodisdoinginthebelieverandthisawe

isevidentinhisconduct.
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FiguresofAssociation

•Metonymy

Inmetonymy,thenameofoneobjectorconceptcommonlyassociatedwithorsimilarto

someoneisusedintheirplace.

E.g.

Genesis42:38

38Buthesaid,“Mysonshallnotgodownwithyou,forhisbrotherisdead,andheisleftalone.If

anycalamityshouldbefallhim alongthewayinwhichyougo,thenyouwouldbringdownmy

GRAYHAIRwithsorrowtothegrave.”

Grayhair,whichisassociatedwitholdageisusedhereasametonym.

Luke16:29

29Abraham saidtohim,‘TheyhaveMosesandtheprophets;letthem hearthem.’

Here,"Mosesandtheprophets"isusedinreferencetotheirwritings(theLawandtheProphets

intheHebrewScriptures).
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Romans3:30

30sincethereisoneGodwhowilljustifythecircumcisedbyfaithandtheuncircumcised

throughfaith.

InthedaysoftheApostlePaul,circumcisionwascommonlyassociatedwithandusedforthe

JewwhileuncircumcisionwasusedfortheGentile.

Ephesians2:11-12

11Thereforerememberthatyou,onceGentilesintheflesh—whoarecalledUncircumcisionby

whatiscalledtheCircumcisionmadeinthefleshbyhands—12thatatthattimeyouwere

withoutChrist,beingaliensfrom thecommonwealthofIsraelandstrangersfrom thecovenants

ofpromise,havingnohopeandwithoutGodintheworld.

Seethat?Gentilesarecalled"Uncircumcision"bythe"Circumcision."Here,weseebothterms

usedvariablyfortheJewishandGentilenations.

Ephesians5:16

16redeemingTHETIME,becausethedaysareevil.

"Time"isusedhereasametonym fordaysoraperiod.

•Synecdoche

Inasynecdoche,apartisusedforawhole,orawholeisusedforapart.

Genesis6:12

12SoGodlookedupontheearth,andindeeditwascorrupt;forALLFLESHhadcorruptedtheir

wayontheearth.
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"Flesh"hereisusedasasynecdocheforthewholeperson,"ALLflesh"istheentiretyof

humanity.

John3:16

16ForGodsolovedTHEWORLDthatHegaveHisonlybegottenSon,thatwhoeverbelievesin

Him shouldnotperishbuthaveeverlastinglife.

"Theworld"here,bywayofsynecdoche,isusedfortheinhabitantsoftheworld.

Luke12:19

19AndIwillsaytomysoul,“SOUL,youhavemanygoodslaidupformanyyears;takeyourease;

eat,drink,andbemerry.”’

"Soul"hereisusedforthewholeperson.
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FiguresofHumanization

•Personification

Personificationtakestheattributesoflivingoranimatebeingsandconfersituponnon-livingor

inanimateobjects.

Job28:22

22DestructionandDeathsay,

‘Wehaveheardareportaboutitwithourears.’

Here,"DestructionandDeath"aregiventhehumanattributeofspeechandhearing.Thisisnon

literal.

Proverbs8:1

8Doesnotwisdom cryout,andunderstandingliftuphervoice?

Wisdom andunderstandingaregiventhefemalegenderandthehumanattributeofspeechand

crying.

Genesis4:7

7Ifyoudowell,willyounotbeaccepted?Andifyoudonotdowell,SINLIESATTHEDOOR.And

ITSDESIREisforyou,butyoushouldruleoverit.”

Here,sinispersonifiedaslayingatCain'sdooranddesiringhim.Thisisfigurativeforthe

conceptionofsininCain'sheartandinhisdesires.
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Joel1:10

10Thefieldiswasted,THELANDMOURNS;Forthegrainisruined,thenewwineisdriedup,the

oilfails.

Here,thelandisgiventhehumanattributeofmourning.

Matthew6:34

34Thereforedonotworryabouttomorrow,fortomorrow willworryaboutitsownthings.

Sufficientforthedayisitsowntrouble.

"Tomorrow"cannotworryliterally.Itispersonifiedheretomeanthatthesolutiontoeveryday's

problem isinitself.

•Anthropomorphism

Anthropomorphism isafigureofspeechwhichtakesahumancharacteristicandappliesitto

God.E.g.

Exodus33:23

23ThenIwilltakeawayMYHAND,andyoushallseeMYBACK;butMYFACEshallnotbeseen.”

God(aSpirit)doesnothavehands,abackorface.Theseareallnon-literalfiguresofspeech.

Zechariah2:8

8ForthussaystheLordofhosts:“HesentMeafterglory,tothenationswhichplunderyou;for

hewhotouchesyoutouchesTHEAPPLEOFHISEYE.
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Psalm 130:2

2Lord,hearmyvoice!LetYOUREARSbeattentivetothevoiceofmysupplications

John10:28

28AndIgivethem eternallife,andtheyshallneverperish;neithershallanyonesnatchthem out

ofMYHAND.

•Apostrophe

Thisisasuddenexplanatorydialogueaddressingsomethingorsomeonenotnecessarily

presentlythere.

1King13:2

2ThenhecriedoutagainstthealtarbythewordoftheLord,andsaid,“OALTAR,ALTAR!Thus

saystheLord:‘Behold,achild,Josiahbyname,shallbeborntothehouseofDavid;andonyou

heshallsacrificethepriestsofthehighplaceswhoburnincenseonyou,andmen’sbonesshall

beburnedonyou.’”

1Corinthians15:55

55“ODeath,whereisyoursting?OHades,whereisyourvictory?”
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FiguresofIllusion.

•Irony

Ironyisemployedwhenthespeakersaystheoppositeofwhathereallymeans.

E.g.

1Kings18:27

27Andsoitwas,atnoon,thatElijahmockedthem andsaid,“Cryaloud,forheisagod;eitherhe

ismeditating,orheisbusy,orheisonajourney,orperhapsheissleepingandmustbe

awakened.”

2Corinthians11:19

19Foryouputupwithfoolsgladly,sinceyouyourselvesarewise!

Judges10:14

14“Goandcryouttothegodswhichyouhavechosen;letthem deliveryouinyourtimeof

distress.”

Zechariah11:13

13AndtheLordsaidtome,“Throwittothepotter”—thatprincelypricetheysetonme.SoItook

thethirtypiecesofsilverandthrewthem intothehouseoftheLordforthepotter.

2Corinthians12:13

13Forwhatisitinwhichyouwereinferiortootherchurches,exceptthatImyselfwasnot

burdensometoyou?Forgivemethiswrong!
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•Hyperbole

Inhyperbole,thewriterorspeakerexaggeratestocreateastrongeffect.E.g.

Judges20:16

16Amongallthispeopleweresevenhundredselectmenwhowereleft-handed;everyonecould

slingastoneatahair’sbreadthandnotmiss.

NotliteralATALL.Thedescriptionisexaggeratedforaheightenedeffect.

Psalm 6:6

6Iam wearywithmygroaning;allnightImakemybedswim;Idrenchmycouchwithmytears.

Matthew7:4

4Orhowcanyousaytoyourbrother,‘Letmeremovethespeckfrom youreye’;andlook,aplank

isinyourowneye?

John21:25

25AndtherearealsomanyotherthingsthatJesusdid,whichiftheywerewrittenonebyone,I

supposethateventheworlditselfcouldnotcontainthebooksthatwouldbewritten.Amen.

Matthew5:29-30

29Ifyourrighteyecausesyoutosin,pluckitoutandcastitfrom you;foritismoreprofitable

foryouthatoneofyourmembersperish,thanforyourwholebodytobecastintohell.30Andif

yourrighthandcausesyoutosin,cutitoffandcastitfrom you;foritismoreprofitableforyou

thatoneofyourmembersperish,thanforyourwholebodytobecastintohell.
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FiguresofUnderstatement

•Euphemism

Thisistheuseofawordorphrasetoreplaceanotherwithonethatisconsideredlessoffensive,

bluntorvulgarthanthewordorphraseitreplaces.E.g.

Genesis15:15

15Nowasforyou,youshallgotoyourfathersinpeace;youshallbeburiedatagoodoldage.

Aeuphemism fordeath

Psalm 94:17

17UnlesstheLordhadbeenmyhelp,mysoulwouldsoonhavesettledinsilence.

Aeuphemism fordeathandburial

John11:11

11ThesethingsHesaid,andafterthatHesaidtothem,“OurfriendLazarussleeps,butIgothat

Imaywakehim up.”

Acts1:25

25totakepartinthisministryandapostleshipfrom whichJudasbytransgressionfell,thathe

mightgotohisownplace.

Aeuphemism forHades,theplaceofthedead.
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Leviticus18:6

6‘Noneofyoushallapproachanyonewhoisnearofkintohim,touncoverhisnakedness:Iam

theLord.

Aeuphemism forincest

•Litotes

Litotesisadeliberateunderstatementorbelittlinginordertoachievealiteraryeffect.E.g.

Isaiah40:15-17

15Behold,thenationsareasadropinabucket,andarecountedasthesmalldustonthe

scales;Look,Heliftsuptheislesasaverylittlething.16AndLebanonisnotsufficienttoburn,

noritsbeastssufficientforaburntoffering.17AllnationsbeforeHim areasnothing,andthey

arecountedbyHim lessthannothingandworthless.

1Samuel24:14

14Afterwhom hasthekingofIsraelcomeout?Whom doyoupursue?Adeaddog?Aflea?

Acts20:12

12Andtheybroughttheyoungmaninalive,andtheyWERENOTALITTLECOMFORTED.

Acts21:39

39ButPaulsaid,“Iam aJewfrom Tarsus,inCilicia,acitizenOFNOMEANCITY;andIimplore

you,permitmetospeaktothepeople.”
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FiguresofEmphasis.

•Pleonasm

Pleonasm isafigurethatusesanexcessivenumberofwordsforthesakeofemphasis.E.g.

“YetthechiefbutlerdidnotrememberJoseph,butforgothim”(Gen.40:23).Theredundant“but

forgothim”addsforcetothestatement.

“ThenJephthahfledfrom hisbrothers”(Judg.11:3).Theliteralexpressionis“from thefaceof

hisbrothers.”

“Anditcametopassinthosedays”(Mark1:9).Theemphatic“anditcametopass”iscommon

intheOldandNewTestaments.

“KnowingthatGodhadswornwithanoath”(Acts2:30).Theredundant“withanoath”adds

emphasis.

•Repetition

Emphasisisgainedbyanumberoftechniquesthatrepeatthesameword,phrase,orsentence.

“Moses,Moses!”(Exod.3:4).

“ThewaterssawYou,OGod;thewaterssawYou”(Ps.77:16).

“ForHismercyenduresforever”isrepeatedineachverseofPsalm 136.
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“Blessed”isrepeatedthroughthebeatitudesinMatthew5:3-11.

“Eloi,Eloi”(Mark15:34).

“Nor”isrepeatedseveraltimesinRomans8:38-39.

•Climax

Thisfigurelistsaseriesofactionsorqualitiesinascendingorder.

“Whatthechewinglocustleft,theswarminglocusthaseaten;whattheswarminglocustleft,the

crawlinglocusthaseaten;andwhatthecrawlinglocustleft,theconsuminglocusthaseaten”

(Joel1:4)

“InHim waslife,andthelifewasthelightofmen.Andthelightshinesinthedarkness,andthe

darknessdidnotcomprehendit”(John1:4-5).

“And notonly that,butwe also glory in tribulations,knowing thattribulation produces

perseverance;and perseverance,character;and character,hope.Now hope does not

disappoint”(Rom.5:3-5).

“Butalsoforthisveryreason,givingalldiligence,addtoyourfaithvirtue,tovirtueknowledge,to

knowledgeself-control,toself-controlperseverance,toperseverancegodliness,togodliness

brotherlykindness,andtobrotherlykindnesslove”(2Pet.1:5-7).
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FiguresrequiringCompletion.

•Ellipsis

Ellipsisreferstotheomissionofoneormorewordsthatmustbesuppliedbythereaderto

completethethought.Inthiscase,wordsinitalicsorintheparenthesisarenotfoundinthe

originalmanuscriptsbutwereaddedbythetranslatorsforeasyreading,inanattemptto

completethethoughtofthetext.

2Samuel3:7

7AndSaulhadaconcubine,whosename[was]Rizpah,thedaughterofAiah.So[Ishbosheth]

saidtoAbner,“Whyhaveyougoneintomyfather’sconcubine?”

Thewords“was”and“Ishbosheth”areitalicizedinthetranslationbecausetheyarenotinthe

Hebrewtext.Theywereaddedtocompletethesenseofthepassage.

2Samuel6:6

6AndwhentheycametoNachon’sthreshingfloor,UzzahputouthishandtothearkofGodand

tookholdofit,fortheoxenstumbled.

“Hishand”mustbesuppliedtocompletethethought.

Psalm 103:9

9Hewillnotalwaysstrive[with]us,norwillHekeep[Hisanger]forever.

Notethat"with"&"Hisanger"arenotpresentintheoriginalHebrewtexts.

Romans6:5
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5ForifwehavebeenunitedtogetherinthelikenessofHisdeath,certainlywealsoshallbe[in

thelikenessofHis]resurrection

•Aposiopesis

Thisisarhetoricalfigurethatbreaksoffathoughtinmid-sentence.

“‘Andnow,lestheputouthishandandtakealsoofthetreeoflife,andeat,andliveforever’--

thereforetheLordGodsenthim outofthegardenofEden”(Gen.3:22-23).

“Yetnow,ifYouwillforgivetheirsin--butifnot,Ipray,blotmeoutofYourbookwhichYouhave

written”(Exod.32:32).

“Butifwesay,‘From men’--theyfearedthepeople,forallcountedJohntohavebeenaprophet

indeed”(Mark11:32).

“Andifitbearsfruit,[well.]Butifnot,afterthatyoucancutitdown”(Luke13:9).
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ExtendedFiguresofSpeech

•Parable

Aparableisanextendedfigureofcomparisonthatusesashortnarrativetoillustratealesson.

JesusfrequentlyusedparablesinHisteachingstogettothemindsofHisaudience(Mark4:33-

34),employingtheuseoffamiliarimagerytoexpoundtheunfamiliar.Thecharacters&eventsin

parablesarenotliteralandmustNEVERbeseenasso.ParableshaveaSINGULARmessage,

thisshouldbelookedoutforratherthanadirectinterpretationoftheparables.Direct/literal

interpretationofparableswouldleadtogrosserror.Inmostparables,assigningallegorical

meaningstoeachofthedetailscanleadtoconfusionandobscurethepoint.Eachparablehas

APOINTitistryingtopassacross,sticktoit!Letthepointcomehometoyou.Nathan’sparable

oftherichmanwhoslaughteredthepoorman’slambcamehometoDavidIMMEDIATELY

Nathansaid,“Youaretheman!”(2Sam.12:1-7).Thatwasthepointofthethewholestory.

SomeoftheparablesofJesusweredesignedtorevealmysteriestothoseontheinsideandto

concealthetruthtothoseontheoutsidewhowouldnothear(Matt.13:10-17;Mark4:10-12).

Thiswasespeciallytrueoftheparablesthatrelatedtothekingdom ofGod.However,other

parablesliketheparableofthegoodSamaritan(Luke10:25-37)andtheparableofthe

landowner(Matt.21:33-46)couldbegraspedbyunbelievers.

•Allegories

Anallegoryisasymbolicrepresentationusingnonliteralinstancesorfigures.Itisnotthesame

asaparableandthetwomustbedifferentiated.Whileparablesareextendedsimiles,an

allegoryisanextendedmetaphor.TheallegoryofthevineandthebranchesinJohn15,for

example,developsthemetaphorsofChristasthetruevine(vss.1,5),theFatherasthe

vinedresser(vs.1),andbelieversasthebranches(vs.5).Also,whileparablesuserealistic

imagery,allegoriesoftenusewordsinafigurativeratherthanliteralsense.Theallegoriesinthe

OldTestamentincludeIsraelasavineinPsalm 80:8-15,thewomanoffollyinProverbs7,the

allegoryofoldageinEcclesiastes12:1-7,andtheallegoryofthetwosistersinEzekiel23.New

Testamentallegories include the allegory ofthe Shepherd and sheep (John 10:1-18),

foundationandstructurein1Corinthians3:10-15andthespiritualarmorinEphesians6:11-17.

Onrareoccasions,theNew TestamentallegorizesOldTestamentnarrativesthatwerenot

intendedtoteachtruthbycorrespondence.PauldoesthisinGalatians4:21-31whenheturns

thestoryofHagarandSarahintoanallegoryoflawandgrace.
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•DarkSaying

Scriptures,especially the Old Testamentportion,contain a large numberofenigmatic

statementsthatstatetruthinanobscurewayandmustbesearchedouttofindthemeaning.

Numbers12:8

8Ispeakwithhim facetoface,evenplainly,andnotinDARKSAYINGS;andheseestheform of

theLord.WhythenwereyounotafraidtospeakagainstMyservantMoses?”

Psalm 49:4

4Iwillinclinemyeartoaproverb;IwilldisclosemyDARKSAYINGontheharp.•

Psalm 78:2

2Iwillopenmymouthinaparable;IwillutterDARKSAYINGSofold,

Examplestosuchdarksayingscanbefoundin

Genesis49:10

10Thesceptershallnotdepartfrom Judah,noralawgiverfrom betweenhisfeet,untilShiloh

comes;andtoHim shallbetheobedienceofthepeople.

Isaiah11:1

11ThereshallcomeforthaRodfrom thestem ofJesse,andaBranchshallgrow outofhis

roots.
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Matthew9:16

16Nooneputsapieceofunshrunkclothonanoldgarment;forthepatchpullsawayfrom the

garment,andthetearismadeworse.

Daniel525-28

25“Andthisistheinscriptionthatwaswritten:

MENE,MENE,TEKEL,UPHARSIN.

26Thisistheinterpretationofeachword.MENE:Godhasnumberedyourkingdom,andfinished

it;27TEKEL:Youhavebeenweighedinthebalances,andfoundwanting;28PERES:Your

kingdom hasbeendivided,andgiventotheMedesandPersians.”

Isaiah21:11-12

11TheburdenagainstDumah.HecallstomeoutofSeir,“Watchman,whatofthenight?

Watchman,whatofthenight?”

12Thewatchmansaid,“Themorningcomes,andalsothenight.Ifyouwillinquire,inquire;

Return!Comeback!”

•Riddles

Ariddleisanintellectualpuzzleormysteryneedingexplanation.E.g.

Samson'sriddleinJudges14:12-19

Revelation13:18

18Hereiswisdom.Lethim whohasunderstandingcalculatethenumberofthebeast,foritis

thenumberofaman:Hisnumberis666.
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•Fable

Afableisafictitiousnarrativeintendedtoenforcesomeusefultruthorprecept,usuallywith

animalsascharacters.ExamplesincludethefableofthetreesinJudges9:8-15(interpretedand

appliedin9:16-20),thefableofthethistlein2Kings14:9,andthefable/allegoryofthetwo

eaglesinEzekiel17:2-10.
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SymbolsandTypes.

•Symbols

Symbolsareexpressionsorthingsrepresentinganidea,conceptorobject.Symbolsareliteral

objectsthatconveyalessonortruth.Examplesoftheuseofsymbolism intheBibleinclude

Thepillarofcloudandfire(Exod.13:21-22)symbolizedGod’sgloryandpresenceamongHis

people.

Bloodsymbolizedthelifeofananimalorhuman(Lev.17:11;Deut.12:23-25).

Ezekiel’svisionofthedrybones(Ezek.37:1-14)symbolizedthejudgmentandrestorationof

Israel.

ThebasketofsummerfruitinAmos8:1symbolizedtheend(8:2)thatwouldcomeinjudgment.

TheHebrew wordsfor“summerfruit”and“end”soundalmostalike,andripefruitiseither

consumedorspoiled--anaptsymbolofjudgment.

(AlsoseeJeremiah1:13;13:1-11;24:1-10;Daniel2:31-45;Zechariah1:18-19;5:1-4;Revelation

1:20)

•TypesandShadows

TypesarepropheticsymbolspresentintheOldTestamenttextsoftheBible.Theyforeshadow

realitiespresenttodayintheNew Covenant.AnumberofOldTestamentpeople,events,and

thingsaretypes(representations)thatcorrespondtoNew Testamentantitypes(thereality).

Thisform isabeautifulwayofreadingtheOldTestament,JesusHimselfdidsameinLuke

24:27.HetaughtusHOW tostudytheOldTestamentScriptures,theyareaboutHIM,theyareto

revealHIM.JesusisintheOldTestamentCONCEALEDandintheNewTestamentREVEALED.

So,inidentifyingtypesandshadows,youmustfirstgototheNew Testamentandexamine



29

thosealreadyCLEARLYexplainedandthenfollow thepatternintacklingothersintheOld

TestamentScriptures.ThosethatarealreadyexplainedintheNewTestamentgiveuscluesas

tohowtolocatethesechristologicalpresentationsofChristintheHolyScriptures.Forexample,

Jonah'sthreedaysinthewhale'sbellyisexplainedbyJesusasaforeshadowofHisthreedays

andthreenightsintheplaceofthedead(Matthew16:1-4).JonahinthiscaseisatypeofChrist

andChrististheantitype.Now,notethatnotALLoftheeventsthattranspiredinJonah'slife

typifiedChristbutcertainsignificanteventsdo.Thisgivesusaclueaswelookoutfortypesof

ChristintheOldTestament,werealizeaswestudythetypethatnotALLthattranspired

foreshadowsChristbutSIGNIFICANTevents,actsorutterances.

OtherexamplesoftypesintheOldTestamentinclude

MelchizedekwasatypeofChrist(Gen.14:18-20;Ps.110:4;Heb.7:1-10).

Moses'earthlytabernaclewas“acopyandshadowoftheheavenlythings”(Heb.8:5).

IsaacwasatypeofChrist(Genesis22:1-19,Hebrews11:17-19)
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"Dazzle"(verb)or"dazzling"(adjective)isapropertyofverybrightandoverwhelminglight—the

sortthattakesyourattentionoffeverythingelse andhasyougazingwithawe.Forus,Christ

JesusisthatLight(John8:12,2Corin.4:3-6,Rev.21:23)&itisallaboutHim!Inaworldfullof

somuchdarkness,welivetorevealtheknowledgeofChristtoallmen&lightthem upwithHis

revelation.Wedosobygettingthem saved,filledwiththeHolyGhost,meetingtheirneedsvia

thepowerofGod&gettingthem togrowintheGospelofHisGrace.

ThisistheDazzlemission.ThisiswhatGodcalledustodo&weareconvincedaboutthesame.

Weenvisionignoranceandspiritualblindnessdispelledandmenineverypartoftheworldfull

ofthegloriouslightfoundintheknowledgeofChrist.
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